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Award Winner

The Update

Mel Thomas
Broadlands Hall School
Mel is our winner for
the Summer 2015/16
award. Broadlands
Hall School is a
specialist residential
secondary school.
She was working
with a specific pupil
alongside Bethan.

She will be personally
gifted with £30
worth of our training
sessions, we have
adopted the word
‘dedication’ from the
ICAN charity in her
name, and a fun game
for therapy is also on

“In September 2015 we
began implementing
the Picture Exchange
Communication System
(PECS) with the young
man Mel was supporting.
She embraced it from the
start and worked so hard
to get the student using
PECS on a daily basis,
even spending hours
of her own time making
him his own PECS folder.
The student now has an
effective way of expressing himself thanks to Mel
and the other staff in the
class. I’m really grateful
for Mel’s enthusiasm, and
her dedication to the students she works with!”

Bethan Franklin

Specialist Speech and
Language Therapist

Summer Issue 2015/16

Training
Our training schedule
for the academic year
2016-2017 has now been
finalised!
The following new
courses have been added during the Autumn
Term…
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Why Phonological
Awareness is Important for Reading and
Spelling

Elklan - Speech &
Language Support for
5-11s

12th October 2016

starts 2nd November 2016
Runs for 10 x2hr sessions

Half Day

Fresh Insight

Working Together

Hand in Hand Learning
Communicate met with
Sandra Nunes Vaz,
Course Director, from
Hand in Hand Learning. Sandra has
been telling us about their fantastic
course ‘How Children Learn’….
“The course consists of 10, 2 hour, weekly
sessions which transforms parents understanding of their children (and themselves) through
simple explanations and activities. Parents gain
vital knowledge of the child and the adult brain;
explore multiple intelligence approaches and
adapt to different learning styles. Each family
achieves new learning in activities they’ve been
struggling with previously, as well as knowledge
in how to continue to achieve.
Schools (corroborated by Ofsted) have seen this
lead to a growth in both parents and children’s
confidence, attainment and self esteem. These
outcomes are viewed very positively by Big Lottery funders who have enabled many schools to
be able to run the courses through their Awards
for All grants.
To find out more please contact Sandra Nunes
Vaz, who will be delighted to visit you. Viist
www.handinhandlearning.co.uk”
Zoe Banham
(Editor of ‘The Update’ & Speech & Language
Therapist, COMMUNICATE).
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Thetford Parents Day

Training Continued...
Understanding the Impact of Hearing Impairment on Communication
Skills - A Practical Guide
9th November 2016
Twilight Session

Developing
Communication Skills for
Children on the Autistic
Spectrum
7th December 2016
Twilight Session

Look out for early bird and
multiple discount bookings!
Contact Hannah at:
communicate.hannah@
gmail.com for further information or to book a place.

On the 21st April
2016, Thetford Cluster Partnership organised a ‘Parents Information Afternoon’,
held at The Bell Hotel
in Thetford.
There were a range
of professionals and
services in attendance,
along with Zoe from
Communicate, who
provides a service to the
schools in Thetford.
The afternoon was a
huge success, with lots
of parents and staff

from schools attending,
as well as parents
of children who will
be joining a Thetford
school from September.
They had the chance
to ask questions, listen
to information about
the services Thetford
receive, as well as enjoy
some tea and cake!

“It’s great to see
how many services
are available to us
in Thetford”
Well done to Maria and
Lyn who organised the
afternoon and we look
forward to future events
with you!

The feedback was
very positive from both
parents and school staff
members. One parent
said “I have got more
information here today
than I have had in the last
5 years”.
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