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THE UPDATE
THE TERMLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT OUR WORK TOGETHER

Who are you?
You are one of over
25 other educational
settings contributing
to this newsletter…

The First ‘Update’
This is your opportunity to share best practice and see it’s impact within
the wider speech and language therapy context.
We have long since celebrated innovation within your schools; the ability to overcome
internal and external barriers to provide an exemplary speech and language therapy
service to every pupil.

Guest Blogger
Space each
newsletter to share
your experience of
communication
diﬃculties.

This newsletter is for us to share your best practice and how it ﬁts into the wider
perspective locally and nationally. Not to lose diversity and uniqueness in each setting,
but to challenge thinking and generate conversation … after all we are here for
communication.
I hope you enjoy this and share it with your wider team. You make us feel at home in
your setting, and we would like to involve you more in our world.

‘Communicate
Excellence’ Award
Emma Ferris
(Editor of ‘The Update’ & Clinical Director, COMMUNICATE).
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Termly award to an
individual member of
education staﬀ,
nominated by their
therapist.
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‘No Pens Day Wednesday’
The Communication Trust event to encourage
schools to put the pens down and have a day
of speaking and listening activities.
This year (on a Tuesday for logistical purposes), the
Early Years Team of Pipers Vale Community Primary
School, alongside our therapist Hannah, completed
their No Pens Day Wednesday challenge.
Pipers Vale opted for a Halloween theme, intertwining
Donaldson’s famous ‘Room on the Broom’ story
throughout the day. With staﬀ dressed up and magical
activities on oﬀer, the imagination of the children was
truly captured.
The children thought it was a day of play - but what
were the speech and language therapy objectives
woven in? “It was clear to see their development of
inference skills, imagination and play being supported.
The children were turning each other into animals with
the potion lab and negotiating group imaginary play”
reported Hannah.
You might expect this, but they were most moved by a
child with selective mutism who, although mostly non-

verbal, engaged with his peers socially on a level not
seen before and he had FUN!

“A unique day of interactive lessons”
As the staﬀ can’t use pens either, a photo story now
complements the records of Pipers Vale pupils and
their speaking and listening achievements. The
Ipswich Star called it a ‘unique day of interactive
lessons’.
It’s obvious to see the beneﬁt of working on speaking
and listening but the real purpose of the campaign is to
increase awareness of communication diﬃculties. For
more information on the Giving Voice campaign, visit
www.givingvoice.org.uk

‘COMMUNICATE EXCELLENCE’ AWARD WINNER
KAREN CANHAM - Hillside Community Primary School
It is with great pleasure that we can name Karen the winner of this ﬁrst
ever award. Karen is a teaching assistant working solely with pupils
with SLCN in the school alongside our therapist, Johannah. This is why
Jo nominated her:
“For always having such a positive and inspirational attitude towards all
her work. She continues to support and develop the people around her
about SLCN. She conscientiously takes on any challenge given to her and
puts 100% of thought and eﬀort into working with the children. Without
Karen lots of children would not be progressing so well and becoming
such conﬁdent communicators. Additionally she always looks after me
and others within the school SLT team and has the ﬂexibility and
kindness to help out with other SLCN interventions when needed.”
She will be personally gifted with £40 worth of our training sessions,
we have adopted the word ‘inspirational’ from the ICAN charity in her
name, and a fun game for therapy is also on it’s way.
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