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Award Winner

The Update

Ruth Hatcher
Piper’s Vale Primary
Ruth is our winner for the Autumn
2016/17 award! She works alongside our
therapist, Hannah, and this is why she was
nominated...
Ruth will be personally gifted with £40 worth
of our training sessions and a fun game for
therapy is also on it’s way.

“Ruth is the Early
Years Lead and the
Teacher of Ducklings,
one of the Reception
classes. Ruth is an absolute joy to work with and
has made me feel very
much part of the Early
Years Team. Collaboratively, we have provided
‘No Pens’ day, as well as
weekly Makaton sessions that work alongside
the curriculum. Ruth is
always keen to support
the children on their
speech and language
targets within the classroom and actively seeks
to make speech and language targets part of her
classroom teaching!”

Hannah Bedford

Specialist Speech and
Language Therapist

Autumm Issue 2016/17

Training
We have some
excellent training
courses coming up
in the Spring Term...
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“Help I Don’t Understand You” Supporting Speech
Difficulties in Young
Children

Reaching ‘Early
Learning Goals’ for
Communication and
Language Development

18th January 2017
Half Day

22nd February 2017
Whole Day

Fresh Insight

Working Together

Open Arms Support
Services
“We are not aiming to create a “perfect”
child, but one which functions well
within the school environment” says
Nikki Findlay, Occupational Therapist
and founder of Open Arms Support Services.
Operating alongside statutory services, Open
Arms works with children across East Anglia in
need of support.

Training Continued...
Vocabulary - Raising
Word Awareness in the
Classroom
8th March 2017
Half Day

Its services cover mental health, sensory integration, motor skills, neuro-developmental disorders and attachment difficulties.
The key to a child’s recovery, according to Nikki,
is early intervention.
“When children get to us, often so much has
happened” she says. “It is better to work with
them early on in a preventative manner. If their
functioning is already affected, we will support
that child to move through it”.
Open Arms also provides training. It recently
hosted a workshop for over 40 delegates on
supporting students with social, emotional and
mental health needs.
To contact Open Arms, please visit the website
www.openarmssupport.co.uk or call 0844 3356
365.
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Communicake!

Using LEGO®-Based
Therapy to Support
Language Development
22nd March 2017
Half Day

Look out for multiple discount bookings!
Contact Hannah at:
communicate.hannah@
gmail.com for further information or to book a place.

During the October
half term, we ran
our first free parents
group ‘Communicake’!
The group provided the
chance for children to
participate in a range
of Halloween-themed,
language enriching
activiites. This included
the ‘sensory trick or
treat’ table, halloween
colouring and spooky
biscuit decorating. With
every activity, there
was the opportunity for
language to be used.
Families also had the

opportunity to meet
with some of the
Communicate team,
and talk through any
concerns they may
have about their child’s
speech and language
development.
There were Halloween
cakes and treats
provided, with money
donated at this event
being sent to the I CAN
Communication Charity.
The feedback was very
positive from all who
attended and everyone
really enjoyed the
morning.

“It was a great
opportunity to
meet some of the
team ahead of
my sons initial
assessment!”
We have exciting plans
for future Communicake
events, with our next
group running on 20th
February 2017! Check
out our social media
sites for further details:
Facebook:
COMMUNICATEspeech
languagetherapy
Twitter:
@COMMUNICATEslts
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